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A    long   range    land   development   plan   designed  for 
flexible   use    in   the    formation   of   policies  concern- 
ing  the   physical   growth   of   Erwin.      The   plan  includes 
probable   growth  areas   and   general   estimates   of  land 
needed    for   future   growth.      A   thoroughfare   plan  for 
the    town    is  included. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Erwin  will  conti 

nu  e  to 

b 

e   a    desirable    community    in  which  to 

live    and  work   only  a 

s    it  p 

i  a 

ns    for    improvement    and  continued 

growth   and  developme 

nt  •  r 

e  o 

pie   and   their   homes   and   business  are 

constantly  changing. 

rian 

s 

are    necessary    to    assure    that  all 

changes   will  result 

in   a  b 

e  t 

ter   Erwin.      The    effect    of  gradual 

changes    can   be  seen 

in  the 

c 

ondition   of    individual    homes,  the 

quality   of   water  and 

s  ewer 

s 

ervices,    the   appearance   of   a  neigh- 

borhood,    and   even  th 

e  gene 

r  a 

1    economy   of    the  area. 

lne    iown   or  trwi 

n  was 

i  n 

corporated    in  April,    1967.      New  re- 

sponsibilities   and  o 

pportuni 

ties    came  with    incorporation   of  the 

community.      The  muni 

c  i pa  1 

go 

vernment    assumed    some    services  such 

as   water,    sewer,  and 

ga  rba 

ge 

collection  which   Erwin   Mills  had 

provided    in   the  past 

Oth 

e  r 

functions   new   to    the    community  also 

became   the  responsib 

i  1  ity 

of 

the   new   government.      Some    of    the  new 

functions    are  street 

pa  v  i  n 

g 

and   maintenance,    police  protection, 

building  inspection, 

p  1  ann 

i  n 

g,    zoning,    and  municipal  administra- 

tion   and    tax  collect 

ion. 

The    planning  pro 

gram  w 

i  1 

1   help    the   town   operate  efficiently 

and   provide  adequate 

s  e  r  v  i 

c  e 

s.      Plans   and   ordinances   will  protect 

existing    development    by    preventing   or    eliminating  conflicting 
development.      Plans   will    also   be   prepared   to    improve    the  quality 
of    life    in   Erwin   by   providing   parks    and   recreation   programs,  a 
thoroughfare    system   for    traffic    circulation,    sidewalks,  parking 
areas,    and   extension   of    utilities    to    areas    not    now  served. 

The   Erwin  Board   of   Commissioners   created    the   Planning  Board 
to   assist    the   governing   board    in   planning   and    regulating  develop- 
ment   in   the    town.      The    Planning   Board    is    charged  with  studying 
the   present    condition   of   Erwin   and    its    probable    future  develop- 
ment   and  with   making   plans    for   the   best    development    of    the  town 
and   surrounding   area.      The   Planning   Board   may   also   prepare  a 
zoning   ordinance   and    subdivision   regulations    to   help  implement 
plans    for  development. 
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ERWIN  YESTERDAY* 


The   history   of   Erwin   dates   only    from   the    early    1900' s,    but  the 
community    is    located    in   an   area    rich    in  history   that  stretches 
back   to   colonial    times.      Erwin    is    located   near   the    site   of    the  old 
settlement    of   Averesboro,   which   finds   mention    in   accounts    of  both 
the   Revolutionary  War   and   the  War   Between   the  States. 

The   community   of   Erwin   began  with    the    erection   there    of  a 
cotton   mill    in    1903    by   the   Erwin   Cotton  Mills   Company.      The  com- 
pany was    formed    in    1892   by   a    group   of    financiers   who  included 
W.   A.    Erwin   and  Washington   Duke.      The   mills    are   now   the  property 
of   a    successor,    Burlington   Industries,  Incorporated. 

Clearing    in   Erwin   began   in    1902,    construction    started    in  the 
spring   of    1903,    and   the   mill   was    in   full    operation   by    the  latter 
part    of    1905.      The    site   had   been   selected   because   of    the  proxi- 
mity  of    the   Cape    Fear   River    (which    it   was    thought   might   be  devel- 
oped  as    a    source   of   power),    the   proximity   of    the    cotton  fields, 
and   the    probable    supply    of    adequate  labor. 

The    town  which  was    constructed   to   house   the   workers   of  the 
mill   was   originally    called   Duke,    but    its    name  was    changed  to 
Erwin    in    1926  when   Trinity   College    in   Durham  became   Duke  Univer- 
sity.     There  were   about    300   houses    in   the    initial    plan.  Basic 
services   were    established    soon   after   the    first    development.  In 
1903    a    post    office   and   commissary   were   opened;    in    1905   and    1906  a 
public    school   was    organized   and   held    its    first    classes  upstairs 
over   a    dry-goods    store;    in    1904  Episcopal    church    services  were 
begun,    and  within   a    short    time   a   number   of   other  denominations 
were   holding    regular    services.      The    first    doctor   began  practicing 
in    1903,    and    in    1910    the    first   hospital    in  Harnett   County  opened 
in   E  rw  in  . 

The   mill   was    enlarged    in   the    1920's,    and   a   number   of  new 
homes   were   built    for   employees    of   the   mill.      During    this  same 


*Most    of    the    information   on   the    early   history   of   Erwin   is  taken 
from  an   essay   by   T.    J.    Harper,    "History   of    the   Town   of  Erwin, 
Harnett    County,    North   Carolina"  (1955). 
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period   the   company    laid   the  water   and    sewer    lines    in   the  basic 
system  which    served   the    lettered   and   numbered    streets    of  the 
central    t  own . 

All    property    in   the   community    remained    in   the   hands   of  the 
mill    until    the    1950's   when  Erwin   Mills    began    selling   houses  and 
residential    lots    to    residents   of   the    town.      This    policy   was  con- 
tinued  by    Burlington   Industries   and    today   almost    all  residences 
are   owned   by    individuals.      The   one   block   business    district  was 
subdivided    in    1961    and    individual    businesses   were    able   to  pur- 
chase   the    lot    and    structures   which    they   occupied.      The  parking 
lot    remained    in   common  ownership. 

Several    functions   were    transferred    from  the   mill    to   the  munic- 
ipal   government   when   Erwin    incorporated    in    1967.      Water   and  sewer 
lines    serving    the   town  were    dedicated   to   the    town.  Responsibility 
for   maintenance    of    lines    and   billing    for    services    came  with  the 
dedication   of    lines.      The    town   purchases   water    from  Dunn  whose 
treatment    plant    is    located  west    of   Erwin.      Sewage    is    treated  at 
the   Erwin   Mills    treatment    plant    under   an   agreement   with  Burling- 
ton  Industries.      The   mill    discontinued   garbage    collection  after 
incorporation   and   the   town   assumed   this  responsibility. 
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POPULATION 


Census    data    for    the   Erwin   area    is   available    only    for    1950  and 
1960.      Some   additional    data    is    provided   by    the    special    1966  census. 
The   corporate    limits    established    in    1967    do   not    conform  exactly 
to    the   urban   area    defined    for    census    purposes    prior   to  incorpor- 
ation.     The  major   difference    is   the    exclusion   of   South   Erwin  area 
in   the    incorporated  town. 

Duke   Township,    in  which   Erwin   is    located,    almost    doubled  in 
population   between    1920   and    1930.      This   was    due   to   major  expan- 
sion  of    the   mill.      The    township   population   increased   over   ten  per- 
cent  between    1930   and    1940.      The    1950    census    showed   a    decrease  of 
about    six   percent,    and   the   population   has   been   relatively  stable 
since  1950. 

The    population   of    the   Erwin   area    defined    for    census  purposes 
has    declined    slightly    since    data  was    first    collected    for   the  area 
in    1950.      In    1966    the   urban   area   had   a    population   of   3,054.  The 
population   of    the    incorporated    town  was    probably    somewhat  less 
since   the    South   Erwin   area    is   not   within   the    corporate  limits. 


U.    S.    CENSUS   OF   POPULATION  (1910-1966) 


HARNETT    CO.  DUKE   TWP.  ERWIN 


1910 

22,174 

2  ,603 

1920 

28,3  13 

2,675 

1930 

37,911 

5  ,227 

1940 

44, 239 

5,835 

1950 

47 ,605 

5,510 

3  ,344 

1960 

48  ,  236 

5  ,  587 

3,183 

1966 

49 , 189 

5,501 

3,054 

There  were   966   household  units    in  the  Erwin   urban  area  in 
1960  with   an   average   of   3.3   persons   per  household.      The    land  use 
survey    conducted    in  November,    1968,    showed   a    total    of    966  dwelling 
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units  within  the  same  area.  While  the  total  area  had  the  same 
number  of  units,  in  1968  there  were  26  fewer  units  in  the  western 
part  of  Erwin  and  26  more  units  in  the  rest  of  the  area.  Thus 
some  changes  have  occurred,  but  the  total  population  in  the  urban 
area  has  been  stable.  The  houses  in  the  western  part  of  the  town 
were  removed  for  expansion  of  the  mill.  New  houses  in  other  parts 
of    town   replaced   those    older   ones   which  were  removed. 

The    land   use    survey    in    1968    showed   a    total    of    932  housing 
units    in   the   existing    incorporated   area.      If    the   average  house- 
hold  size    remained   at    3.3,    the    town   population  would   be  approx- 
imately  3,075.      There  were    677   more   housing   units    in   the   one  mile 
area   around   Erwin  with   a    population   of    approximately    2,235.  Thus, 
there   were   about    5,310   people    living  within   the   Erwin  planning 
area    in   19  68. 

Future   G  r  ow  t  h 

Erwin   can    expect    its    population   and    economy    to    remain  rela- 
tively   stable    in   the   future.      The   population   projection   of  49,633 
for  Harnett    County    in    1980    indicates    only   minor   growth    in  the 
county."      Urban   areas   within   the   county   may    show   somewhat  greater 
increases    as    people    leave   the    rural    areas    and    settle    closer  to 
industrial    plants   and   businesses   where    they   work.      Based  on 
trends   of   the    last    twenty-five   years,    Erwin   and   Duke  Townships 
could  not   be   expected   to   grow   at   all.      But    the   eastern   part  of 
Harnett   County    including   Dunn,    has   been   growing   due    to    recent  in- 
dustrial   development.      Although   most    of    the   new    jobs    are  located 
in   the   Dunn   area,    some   of    the   people   have   moved   to   Erwin.  This 
trend  will    probably    continue   with   a    smaller   proportion   of  Erwin 
residents    directly   employed   by   Erwin  Mills. 


-North   Carolina   County   Population   Projections:    1970,    1976,  1980", 
State   Planning   Task   Force,    N.    C.    Department    of  Administration, 
May,  1969. 
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SKETCH    DEVELOPMENT  PLAN 


Th  i 

s  Sketch 

Plan  i 

s   a    p  r 

e 

1 iminary    plan    for  th 

e  development 

of  land 

in   the  E 

rw in   a  r 

ea  .  I 

t 

is   based   on  current 

know  ledge  of 

the  area 

and  its 

a  n  t  i  c  i 

pa  t  e  d 

g 

rowth.      Knowledge  of 

the   E  rw i n   a  r 

e  a 

—  its  la 

nd ,    f  a  c  i 

1 1 1  i  e  s  , 

p  e  o  p  1 

e 

and   economy  — is  not 

comp 1 e  t  e . 

H  ow  ever, 

the    b  k  e 

ten   r  la 

n  can 

s 

erve   as    a   guide   wh i 1 

e    the  Plannin 

8 

Board    c  o 

n  t  i  nu  e  s 

its    s  t  u 

dies  a 

n 

d   prepares    a   more  de 

tailed  plans 

and 

programs 

for  the 

d  e  ve  1  o 

pme  n  t 

o 

f    the   area.  Zoning 

districts  and 

regulati 

o  n  s  for 

uses  in 

the  d 

i 

stricts   will    be  base 

d   on   the  type 

s 

of    de ve  1 

opment  p 

r opo  s  ed 

in  th 

i 

s    Sketch   Plan.  The 

Erwin   Board  o 

f 

C  omm  i  s  s  i 

oners    s  h 

o  u  1  d   a  1 

so  con 

s 

ider   this    plan   as  th 

ey   make    dec  i  s 

ions 

concerni 

ng   pub  1  i 

c    s  e  r  v  i 

c  e  s    f  o 

r 

E  rw  i  n  . 

The 

Sketch 

Plan  is 

limit 

e 

d   to    land  developmen 

t   wh  i 1 e  the 

planning 

program 

is  concerned 

with    the    total  devel 

o  pme  nt    of  the 

c  ommun  i  t  y . 

Other 

a 

s  p  e  c  t 

s  of 

c  ommun  i 

t 

y  d 

evelopment 

a  s 

w  e  1 

1 

a  s 

the 

means    of  imp 

1  emen 

t  i 

ng  th 

e    r  e  c 

o  mm  e  n  d  a 

t 

ion 

s    of  this 

pla 

n  an 

d 

pl 

a  n  s 

for   c  ommun  i  t 

y    f  a  c 

il 

i  t  i  e  s 

will 

be   c  o v 

e 

red 

in  later 

s  t  u 

dies 

a 

s 

the 

Planning  Boa 

r  d  co 

nt 

inu  e  s 

its 

work  . 

Industry 


Erwin   Mills  is 

t 

he    dominant    industry  in 

the   E  rw  i 

n  area 

in 

terms    of  employment, 

land   area   and   capital  investment 

Othe 

r 

in- 

dustrial    uses    such  a 

s 

the   concrete      plant,  te 

1  ephone 

s  erv  i  c  e 

y 

a  r  d 

and   building  materia 

1 

service   yard   are   more  s 

e  r  v  i  c  e  o 

r  i  ent  e  d 

• 

Further    industrial  d 

e 

velopment    in   the   Erwin  a 

rea  may 

have  be 

en 

affected   by  ownershi 

P 

of    land   by   Erwin  Mills. 

Howeve 

r ,    it  i 

s 

more    likely   that  add 

i 

tional    industrial  develo 

pment  ha 

s  been 

di 

s  - 

couraged   by   the  limi 

t 

ed    labor    supply.      It  may 

be    s  eve 

r a  1  yea 

r  s 

before    the   Erwin  are 

a 

can   attract    more  indust 

r  i  e  s  but 

sites 

sh 

oul 

be   planned   to  accomo 

d 

ate    future  development. 

Attractive  indu 

s 

trial    sites   with  water  a 

nd   s  ewe  r 

s  e  r  v  i  c 

e 

and 

good   access    to  trans 

P 

ortation  will  encourage 

industri 

a  1    de ve 

lo 

P- 

merit  .      Planning  for 

f 

uture    development   will  h 

e  1  p   to  e 

1 i  mi  na  t 

e 

problems   of  industri 

a 

1    traffic    in  residential 

ne  ighbo 

rh  o  o  d  s 

an 

d 

inadequate  water  and 

sewer    lines    serving  indu 

s  t  r  i  e  s  . 
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The    foil  ow in 

S 

potential  indust 

rial  s 

ites   are    s  h  own 

on  the 

Ske 

t 

ch  Plan: 

-   no  r  t  hw  est 

0 

f 

the    railroad  on 

both 

sides    of   U.  S. 

241 

-    the    site  o 

f 

the   old   gravel  p 

it    ad  j 

acent    to    the  D 

unn-E  rw 

in 

Airport 

-   north   of  U 

• 

S .    42 1    just  west 

of  th 

e   Black  River 

The 

s 

e   are    large  o 

P 

e 

n   tracts    of  land 

wh  ich 

are    either  se 

rv  e  d  by 

wa  t 

e 

r   and    sewer  1 

i 

n 

es    or    could   be  s 

e  r  v  e  d 

in   the  future 

at    r  e  a  s 

o  n  - 

ab  1 

e 

expense .  Th 

e 

sites    have  acces 

s    to  g 

ood  transporta 

t  ion  fa 

cil- 

it  i 

e 

s   and    i  ndus  t  r 

i 

a 

1   uses   wou 1 d  not 

c  o  n  f  1 

ict   with  adjac 

e  n  t  use 

s  . 

All    land  ajo 

i 

n 

ing   the   Erwin  Mi 

lis  pi 

ant    is  develop 

e  d   ex  c  e 

Pt 

for 

the    1  ow  groun 

d 

around   the  lake. 

The 

plan    show  s  thr 

e  e   r  e  s  i 

den- 

t  ia 

1 

blocks  which 

c 

ould   be  purchase 

d  ,    c  1  e 

ared   and  devel 

oped   e  i 

t  h  e  r 

for 

ma  nufacturing 

P 

urposes   or  parki 

ng  for 

Erwin  Mills. 

C  omme  r  c  e 


The   Erwin  business  distri 

ct 

is    s  ma  1 1 

and  compac 

t.      Parking  is 

provided   along   the   main  street 

a  n 

d   on   a b o 

ut  one-thir 

d   of  the 

business    district    block.  The 

bus 

i  n  e  s  s    d  i 

strict  need 

s    to  expand 

to   allow   development    of   new  bu 

sin 

esses  re 

lated   to  sh 

opping.  The 

plan   shows    expansion   of   the  bu 

sin 

ess  area 

on   the  eas 

t    side  of 

12th    Street   between  G   and  H  St 

r  e  e 

t  s ,  the 

full  block 

south   of  G 

Street   between    12th   and    13th  S 

tre 

e  t  s  and 

the  southea 

st    and  south- 

west    corners    of    the  intersecti 

on 

of    F  and 

13th  Stree 

t  s  .  This 

would   permit    expansion   of  the 

bus 

i  n  e  s  s    d  i 

strict   wh  i 1 

e    still   ma  i n- 

taining   a    compact    shopping  are 

a  . 

All  res 

ident  ia 1  ar 

eas  would 

either   be    separated    from  busin 

ess 

by  chur 

ch  properti 

es   or  would 

face   a    side    street  with   only  s 

i  d  e 

or  rear 

property  1 

ines  adjacent 

to   business  property. 

The   businesses    outside  of 

th 

e  centra 

1  business 

district  have 

not    been   developed   and  maintai 

ne  d 

in   as  o 

rganiz  ed  ma 

nner   as  the 

central   business    block.      The  o 

Id 

Dunn-E  rw 

in  highway 

is    lined  with 

service    stations,    run-down  sto 

res 

and  vac 

ant  commerc 

ial  buildings, 

The   small    shopping   area  north 

of 

the    i  n  t  e 

rsection  of 

13th  Street 

and   Old   Post   Road    is    fairly  ne 

at 

and  park 

ing    is   p  r ov 

i  d  e  d  . 

However,    further    south   at    the   next    intersection   is   an  unattractive 
collection   of   old   buildings,    service    stations    and    junk   cars.  This 
affects   both   the   adjacent    residential   areas   and   the    entire  town 
since    the    junk   yards    and   run-down   buildings    form  a  most  unattrac- 
tive   entrance   to  Erwin. 

The   new  highway   has   attracted   some   businesses   already,  mostly 
used   car    lots   and    service    stations.      A   highway    can   be   a   good  lo- 
cation  for    some   businesses,    but    development    should   be   planned  and 
regulated    so   that    turning   and   parking   cars   will   not    impede  traffic, 
signs    and   buildings   will   not    distract    drivers,    and   the  businesses 
will    not    eventually    turn    into   a   highway  slum. 

Commercial    development    along   the   highway    can   be    limited  to 
specific    locations.      The   number   of    entrances    to    the   highway  can 
be   controlled   or    locations    can   be    selected   so    that   access    is  from 
a    side    street    rather   than   the   highway.      The  highway    is   a  major 
investment    and   property   adjacent    to    it    should   be    developed    in  a 
manner   that   will   not    impede   or   endanger   traffic.      The   plan  shows 
commercial    development    along   U .    S.    42  1    limited   to    the  intersections 
at   North    13th    Street,    State   Road    1726,    East    I    Street,    and  State 
Road    1728    (Wondertown  Road). 

The   plan    shows    commercial    development    in  East   Erwin   as  a 
strip   along   the    old   highway    from  Masonic   Road   to    the  west    end  of 
State   Road    1729.      Much   of    the    frontage    is   already    in  commercial 
use   and    it    is   not    likely   that    any   of    it    could   be    developed  for 
residential    purposes.      The   other   business    area    is    just   west  of 
Black   River  with    two    and   one-half   blocks    frontage   on   the  old 
highway.      There   are   other    scattered   businesses   along   the  highway 
but    these    open   air   uses   and   run-down  businesses    should   be  elimi- 
nated   so    the   residential    areas    can   be  improved. 

There   are    two   auto    salvage   yards    at    the    intersection   of  N.C. 
217    and   82    south   of   Erwin.      These   have   a   blighting   effect    on  ad- 
jacent   residential    areas   and   should   be    improved.      This  would  be 
necessary   to   help    improve    the    environment    and   housing    in  the 
South   Erwin  Area.      There    is   a    large   auto    salvage   yard   on  State 


8 


Road  1735  southeast  of  Erwin,  but  it  is  in  a  rural  area  and  has 
no    deleterious    effect    on   adjacent    rural  uses. 


There   are    existing   scattered   groceries   and  ser 

vice  s 

t  a  t  ion 

s 

at    intersections    throughout    the    planning   area.  Th 

e  s  e 

a  r 

e  not 

shown   on   the   plan.      While   these    businesses   may  not 

be 

i  n 

s  u  i  t  a 

b 

le 

locations,    the   businesses    generally    do    not    have  a 

s  e r  i  ou 

s    e  f  f  e 

c 

t 

on   adjacent   uses.      The   proposed   zoning   ordinance  w 

o  u  1  d  p 

e  rm  i  t 

f  }i  p  c  p     a  v  i  e  f*  i  n  o    hiiQinPQQpQ     t~rt     rntif  i  tiup     py  pn        n  nil  ff  n 

L   11  C  O              C  A   1   J  L    1  1  1  g        DUO-I-llCOOCO         I—  LI         L.  V. >  1  i  U    -L    1  [  U  C         L    v  t_  |  [  L-LlVJUliLl 

the 

y  a 

re  not 

planned   and   zoned   for   commercial    use.      However,  it 

i  s 

ho 

p  e  d   t  h 

a 

t 

eventually    some    of    the    commercial    buildings    can  be 

r  e 

mo  v 

e  d  and 

the    property    converted    to    residential  use. 

Residential  Development 

The    difference    between   planned   an   unplanned  re 

s  i  d 

en  t 

ial 

development    is    readily   apparent    in   Erwin.      The  old 

pa 

rt 

of   E  rw 

i 

n 

where   houses   were   built    for   mill    employees   was  lai 

d  o 

ut 

in  an 

orderly   manner  with  wide    street    rights-of-way,  lot 

s  1 

arg 

e  enou 

g 

h 

for    front    and    side   yards,    and  water   and    sewer  line 

s  . 

Al 

though 

many   of    the   houses    are   old   and   not    expensive,  the 

old 

r  e 

s  i  d  e  nt 

i 

a  1 

areas   are   well   maintained   and   are    still  desirable 

p  1  a 

c  e  s 

to    1  i 

v 

e  . 

In   contrast,    areas    in  East   Erwin   and    South   Erwin  w 

ere 

s  u 

b  d  i  v  i  d 

e 

d 

into   narrow    lots.      Some    streets   were   not    platted  w 

ith 

ad 

equate 

right-of-way   and   many   have   not    been   paved.  Sewer 

and 

wa 

t  e  r 

facilities   are   not    availabe    ,    presenting   a  potenti 

a  1 

h  ea 

1th 

hazard.      Some    dwellings   have   not    been  well  maintai 

n  e  d 

a  n 

d    it  ma 

y 

be    difficult    to    improve    some   neighborhoods    due  to 

the 

po 

or   de ve 

i- 

opment    standards   of    the  past. 

One   objective   of    the   planning   program   is    to   assure    that  all 
future   residential    areas   are  well    designed   and   developed  with 
adequate    facilities.      The    plans   and   ordinances   will   also   help  to 
assure    that    residential    development    occurs    in   the    right    place  and 
that    residential    areas   are   not    adversely   affected   by  adjoining 
uses. 

The    plan    shows    existing    residential    areas   and   additional  areas 
which   are    suitable    for   urban   development.      The    southwestern  part 
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of   E  rw  in  has 

already   been   subdivided   and  water  and 

s  ewe  r    f  a  c  i  1 

ities    can  be 

provided   at    reasonable    cost.      The  are 

a   be  twe  en  A 

Street    and  N 

C.    211   may   also   be    subdivided   and  de 

veloped  for 

* 

residential 

u 

se    in   the    future.      The   area   north  of 

K   Street  has 

been  subdivi 

d 

ed.      Sewer    facilities   are   available  a 

nd   new  wa  t  er 

lines    can  be 

provided   at    reasonable    cost   when  the 

area    is  deve 

1- 

oped. 

Anothe  r 

P 

rime   area    for   new   development    is  loca 

ted   south  of 

Old   Post  Rao 

d 

The    town  will    not    be   able   to  serve 

the   area  wi 

th 

sewers  until 

a   major   outfall    line   and   a   pumping  st 

ation   are  co 

n- 

structed  to 

s 

erve   the   East    and   South   Erwin  areas. 

Parts   of  th 

e 

area   are  poo 

r 

ly    drained   and    should   not    be  develope 

d   unless  sur 

_ 

face  drainag 

e 

i  s    imp  roved . 

N  ew   r  e  s  i 

d 

ential    development    is   taking   place  al 

ong   U.    S.  42 

1 

and   N .    C .  55 

north   of   Erwin.      It   will    be  difficult 

for    the  tow 

n 

to    extend  wa 

t 

er   and    sewer   service    to   areas    north  o 

f   U.    S.  421 

and 

this  should 

b 

e    considered    in   planning  residential 

d  e v  e 1 o  pme  nt 

i  n 

the  area 

Much 

of 

the    land  in 

the 

one-mile    area   would  be 

suitable  for 

1 ow  dens 

ity 

rural  resid 

e  n  t  i 

a 

1    development.  Since 

it   would  not 

be    f  ea  s  i 

ble 

to    serve  th 

e    o  u 

t 

lying   area  with  water 

and    sewer,  each 

dw  e  1  1  i  n  g 

w  i 

11    require  a 

w  e  1 

1 

and    septic    tank.  Wei 

Is    and  septic 

tanks   a  r 

e  d 

esirable  for 

Ion 

g 

-term  use    only    in  rura 

1  situations. 

In   s  u  b  d  i 

vis 

ions  septic 

tank 

s 

and    filter    fields  oft 

en  give  trouble 

after  5 

to 

7   years,  and 

w  e  1 

1 

s   can   become  contamina 

ted   even   on  one 

half   a  c  r 

e  1 

ots.      If  are 

as  a 

r 

e    subdivided    for  resid 

ential  devel- 

o pme n t  , 

it 

is  desirable 

tha 

t 

they   be    planned   so  it 

is    feasible  to 

serve    t  h 

em 

with  water  a 

n  d  s 

ewer    facilities   at  some 

future   t  i  me . 

Wells  and  septic  tanks  should  be  considered  for  long-term  use 
only    for    scattered   rural  uses. 


Pub  1 i  c   Uses,    Parks    and   Open  Space 

The   Erwin   fire    station   and   proposed   site   of  the   Town  Hall  are 
located   on    13th    Street    between   F   and  G    Streets.      It   would  be 

desirable    to   retain   the    entire   block   for   public  and  semi-public 

uses.      If   necessary,    some   of    the   block   could   be  used   for  parking 
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for    the   mill    or    for   businesses    in  t 

he 

central  di 

strict.  Th 

e 

same 

parking    facilities    could   also   be  us 

ed 

for  public 

funct  ions 

at 

night    or   on  week-ends. 

A    large   area   between   Erwin  and 

th 

e 

Cape  Fear 

River    is  u 

s  e 

d 

for  water   and    sewage    treatment    by  E 

rw 

i 

n  Mills. 

The   Dunn  wa 

t  e 

r 

treatment    plant    is    also    located  in 

th 

i 

s   area.  E 

vent  ua  1  ly  , 

th 

e 

T  nTJn      r\f      P  rrj  'I  ri      TTI  P  \7      T"l  P  «P  H       t~0  PnT1Qf~V11Pt" 
1  u  w  11     u  j.     j-jX.wjlli     nici  y      11  c  c  u     l.  luuoliull 

£~,  K-         U  L   c  a  L  111  C  11 

f- 
U 

plant    in   this  area. 

Schoo  1  s 

There   are   two   existing  schools 

in 

the   E  rw  i  n 

area.      E  rw  i 

n 

School   has   grades    1    through    12  and 

Ge 

n 

try  School 

i  s  current 

iy 

a 

grade    school   with   grades    1  through 

8  . 

The  Harne 

tt    County  B 

o  a 

rd 

of   Education   has    proposed  reorganiz 

at 

i 

on   of    s  cho 

ols    in  the 

CO 

unty  . 

A   new   consolidated   high    school    is  p 

r  o 

P 

osed  betwe 

en   Dunn  and 

E 

rw  in. 

Erwin   School   would   be    converted  to 

a 

j 

unior  high 

schoo 1  and 

Gent  ry 

School   would   serve  a 

s    an  eleme 

nt 

a  ry 

s 

choo  1  f 

or   t  h 

e  a 

r  e  a  . 

Reorga 

nization   depends   on  c 

onst  ruct  io 

n 

of 

th 

e    c  o  n  s  o 

1  idat 

ed 

high 

school 

and   bonds  were  defea 

ted    in  rec 

e  n 

t  e 

le 

c  t  i  o  n  s  . 

The 

pr 

o  p  o  s 

high  s 

chool    should    be  consi 

dered    in  p 

la 

nn  i 

ng 

de ve 1 o 

pment 

al 

ong 

U  .    S  . 

42  1   between   Dunn  and 

E  rw  in  sine 

e 

the 

s 

i  t  e   w  i  1 

1  pro 

bab 

iy 

be    in   this  area. 


The   Erwin   School    site    (15.2  acres) 

is   not  adequ 

a 

te  f 

or    c  u 

r  r  ent 

en 

r 

ollment.      Enrollment  would  be  reduce 

d    if  convert 

e 

d  to 

a    j  u 

n  i  o  r 

hi 

g 

h    school   but    it  would   still   not   be  a 

dequa  t  e  for 

1 

ong 

term 

use. 

Th 

e 

site   could  be   expanded   to   the  east 

by   about    5  a 

c 

res 

but  f 

our 

of 

the    ten    lots    are    developed  with  hous 

e  s  . 

The   Gentry    School    site    (15.6  acres) 

could   be  en 

1 

a  rge 

d  as 

ad- 

ja 

c 

ent    property    is   not    developed.  The 

existing  sit 

e 

wou 

Id  be 

ad 

e 

quate    for   an    elementary    enrollment  o 

f   about  500 

P 

up  i  1 

s  .  S 

i  nc  e 

th 

e 

combined   elementary    enrollment    of  E 

rw  in   and  Gen 

t 

r  y  i 

s  now 

al- 

mo 

s 

t    1500,    additional    land    should   be  pu 

rchased   to  a 

1 

1  ow 

for  e 

n- 

r  o 

1 

lment    of   at    least    1500   pupils.  This 

would  requi 

r 

e  a 

total 

of 

at 

least    25   acres    or   about    10  more  acre 

s    than   now  i 

s 

a  va 

i  labl 

e  . 

1 1 


Hospital 

The   Erwin  Hospital    is    located   on   a    site   of   about    one   acre  on 
East  H    Street.      There    is   no    room   for    expansion   and   parking    is  in- 
adequate.     The   Erwin  Hospital    probably  won't    require  expansion 
since   a    new   regional   hospital   was    recently    opened    in   Dunn.  If 
additional    space    for   expansion   or   parking    is   needed    for    the  Erwin 
Hospital,    adjacent    residences   will   have    to   be   purchased   and  cleare 
for   hospital  use. 

Airport 

The   Dunn-Erwin   airport    is   a    small    privately   owned  airport 
open   for   general    public   use.      The   existing   runway    is  approximately 
2900    feet    long.      The   Federal   Aviation  Administration   recommends  a 
runway    length   of   3100    feet    for   this    airport.      Additional  land 
should   be   purchased    for    extension   of   the   runway   and   clear  zones. 
The    location    is    suitable    for   airport    use    since    it    does   not  inter- 
fere with   other   development.      The   runway   could   be    extended    to  the 
northwest   without    major    difficulty    if    the    land    can   be  purchased. 


Parks   and   Open  Space 

The   plan    includes    recommendations    for   neighborhood   parks  and 
a    system  of    open    spaces   along   drainage   ways.      Small    parks  with 
playground    facilities   are   recommended    in   the    following  areas: 

1)  south   of  West  A    Street   near   the    cemetary  when  the 
area    is    developed   for  residences. 

2)  on  West    F   Street    in   conjunction  with   the  proposed 
park   around   the  lake. 

3)  west    of    13th    Street    at    the    end   of   L  Street. 

4)  in   the   East   Erwin  area,    probably   north   of    the  old 
h  i ghway . 

These    small   neighborhood   parks    should   have   from  one   to    five  acres 
with    space    for   playground   equipment,    a    small    play    court,    and  a 
play    field.      Full    size    Softball    or    football    fields   are  not 
necessary,    but    children   and   young   people    should   have    some  place 
where   they    can  have   active   games.      The   neighborhood   parks  would 
not    need    supervision   unless    some   of   the    parks  were   used  for 
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supervised    summer    recreation   programs.      The   Erwin   and  Gentry 
school    sites    can   serve   as    playgrounds    for    the    central    Erwin  area 
and   the    area    north   of   U.    S.    42  1.      However,    there    should   be  a 
written   agreement    between   the   County   Board   of   Education   and  the 
town   concerning   the   use   of    school    property    for  recreation. 

Public   open    space   along    drainage   ways    is    shown   on   the  plan. 
The    low   areas    along    streams    and    ditches   have   not   been  developed 
and   are   not    suitable    for    future    development.      However,    if   the  area 
were    cleared   and   maintained   by    the    town,    they   would    form   an  attrac 
tive   network   of    park    like    areas    through    the    town.      Local  civic 
organizations   and   service   groups   could  begin   the   project  by 
clearing    certain    sections    for   play   areas    and   picnic  grounds. 

The    small    lake   adjacent    to    the   mill   was    drained   recently  after 
it   became   a   nuisance.      The    area    could   be   an   attractive    park  if 
planned,    developed,    and  maintained    for   this    purpose.      The  town 
should   acquire   this    area    so    it    can   be    improved    for   public  use. 
Federal    funds    are    available    to   assist    the    town    in    improving  the 
area    for   park  use. 

The   Cape    Fear   River   provides   an   attractive    setting    for  natural 
parks,    and   the    town    should   consider   the    development    of   a  public 
park   along   the   river    front.      The   Planning   Board  will    survey  the 
area   and   determine   the    feasibility   of    establishing   some   type  of 
park   facility   along   the  river. 
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THOROUGHFARES 


The   U.    S.    and  N.    G.   Highways    serve   as    the   major  thoroughfares 
for   Erwin.      The   new   U.    S.    42  1    functions   as   a  northwest-southeast 
bypass.      N.    C.    82    and   2  11    provide   access    to    the    south   and  south- 
east   and   also    form  the   major   north-south   thoroughfare  through 
E  rw  i  n . 

Some   of   the    existing   town    streets   and   State   Roads   have  been 
identified   as   minor   thoroughfares.      These   minor  thoroughfares 
serve   as   both   collector    streets   and   access    streets    for  abutting 
properties.      A   new  minor   thoroughfare    is    proposed   on   the  west 
side    of   Erwin    from   the    intersection   of   U .    S.    42  1    and  N.    C.    55  to 
N.    C.    211    south    of   Erwin.      This    proposed   thoroughfare  would  serve 
the    existing  water   and    sewage    treatment    plants    and   potential  in- 
dustrial   and   residential    sites   west    and   southwest    of  Erwin. 

The   plan    shows    the    realignment    of    two  major  intersections. 
A    realignment    of    the    intersection   of   Masonic   Road,    Old   Post  Road 
and   East   G   Street   would   provide    for  more   direct    access   and  elimi- 
nate  some   potentially    dangerous    turning   traffic.      Minor  realign- 
ment   at    the    intersection   of   N.    C.    211    and   82    south   of   Erwin  would 
also   help   to   prevent    potential    traffic  problems. 
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